Conservation Letterfrack and
The Alfred Beit Foundation present

HOUSEKEEPING
WORKSHOP
Thursday 15th September

9.00am: Registration
9.30–10.15am: Physical agents of deterioration to structures, fixtures
and fittings –Sven Haberman
10:15-10:30am: Russborough Case Study – Pauline Swords
11:00am | 12:00pm | 2:00pm | 3:00pm | 4:00pm: Practical Sessions
Practical Sessions:
Furniture & Wood – Sven Haberman
Paper & Books – Jessica Baldwin
Stone & Plaster – Sophie Lerner
Paintings – Siobhan Conyngham
Decorative Objects – Susannah Kelly
Practical Sessions: Furniture & Wood | Paper & Books | Stone &
Plaster | Paintings
From 11:00am to 4:00pm delegates will rotate around the practical
sessions in small groups.
Conservation Letterfrack in partnership with Russborough have
designed the day to equip attendees with hands-on knowledge of
best practice in collections care. It will provide practical
demonstrations on how to handle, clean and protect a range of
fragile objects. It should be of interest and benefit to anyone who
works directly with collections.
In the first session the six main ‘agents of deterioration’ will be
explored: relative humidity, light, pests, dust, mechanical damage,
and mould. Attendees will learn how to manage these factors to
slow down deterioration.
For the remaining sessions you will take part in demonstrations and
hands-on activity with our line-up of professional conservators,
trying out handling and cleaning techniques for yourself.

Thursday 15th
September
9am to 5pm

Russborough House
Blessington
Co. Wicklow

€130

inc. Refreshments &
Lunch
Conservation
Essentials Pack €65
incl. specialist cleaning
products and brushes
(Limited number
available to buy
on the day)

Book your
Ticket now

Jessica Baldwin is an accredited paper conservator with nearly thirty years’ experience. She spent eight years
at Trinity College Library before joining the Chester Beatty museum to set up and manage the conservation
department and collections for sixteen years. She is currently the project conservator for Beyond 2022:
Ireland's Virtual Record Treasury, working at the National Archives on the collections salvaged from the Public
Record Office following its destruction in 1922.
Siobhan Conyngham is an accredited conservator with the Institute of Conservator-Restorers in Ireland. She
studied History of Art at University College London, was a guest student at the Royal Academy of Arts, London
and trained as a painting conservator with Paul d'Aguilar (The Courtauld). She has worked in Ireland since
1990 as a freelance conservator for museums, public galleries, churches, historic houses, institutions and
private clients. She applies the ethic of minimal intervention in her work.
Sven Habermann is a full-time Conservation practitioner and Manager of Conservation Letterfrack. After
completing a four year course in Traditional Cabinet making in Amsterdam he specialized in furniture
conservation in West Dean College leading to a Postgraduate Diploma from The University of West Sussex.
Sven has worked extensively with the Museum sector and is on the panel of trainers for the Museums
Standards Programme in Ireland.
Susannah Kelly is an Accredited Archaeological Conservator with the Institute of Conservator-Restorers in
Ireland. She works freelance in association with the School of Archaeology UCD. The majority of her work
concentrates on conservation of archaeological material from Irish excavations but also includes museum
and historical object work.
Sophie Lerner trained in the conservation-restoration of decorative arts at City and Guilds of London Art
School. After three years working for various public institutions and private companies in London she moved
to Dublin where she set up RL Conservation in 2015.
Pauline Swords joined Russborough as Curator in 2016 and is now Head of Collections & Conservation.
Previously she has worked with the National Gallery of Ireland on its extensive Yeats Family collections and
with the Abbey Theatre on its Archive collection. She manages Russborough’s museum housekeeping,
environmental monitoring, and conservation programmes.

